The generation mix of Cyprus has been dominated by oil products for decades. In order to conform with European Union and international legislation, a transformation of the supply system is called for. Energy system models can facilitate energy planning into the future, but a large volume of data is required to populate such models. The present data article provides information on key modelling assumptions and input data adopted with the aim of representing the electricity supply system of Cyprus in a separate research article. Data in regards to renewable energy technoeconomic characteristics and investment cost projections, fossil fuel price projections, storage technology characteristics and system operation assumptions are described in this article.
Value of the data
The data provided are required to understand the conditions under which RET technologies are deemed cost-competitive in Cyprus.
Providing detailed data is important in keeping the process of energy policy-making transparent.
This facilitates in building consensus between stakeholders.
Local universities can take up the developed model and adjust data accordingly to extend the analysis.
Data
This data article relates to the analysis conducted in a long-term cost-optimization model focused on the electricity supply system of Cyprus [1] . Data and key assumptions adopted in the analysis are described below in three sections.
Main modelling assumptions

Electricity supply system
Beyond the existing, committed and planned power plant projects mentioned above, future investments in fossil-fueled and renewable energy technologies are allowed to occur so as to expand the generating capacity of the system, if required, to meet growing demand. Technology options available and assumptions about their parameters can be found in Section 1.2.
In regards to renewable energy technologies, any installations beyond the existing and committed levels (a total of 50 MW CSP with storage, 15 MW distribution-connected PV under net-metering yearly up to 2020, a total of 175 MW wind by 2018) are simply part of the model's minimum cost pathway to satisfy electricity demand. Generic cost assumptions have been adopted in the analysis, whenever specific data for Cyprus were not available. However, the data is aligned with the situation in Cyprus. For instance, the IEA projects investment costs for rooftop PV in 2014 at 2900 EUR/kW [2] , while at the moment installations in Cyprus cost 1400-2000 EUR/kW. Previous IRENA assessments report values that are within this range [3, 4] , so IRENA values are adopted for PV (investment cost of €1665/kW for 2013).
With the assumptions taken on technology costs and performance, as well as fuel prices, solar PV connected at the transmission level appears to be the cheapest electricity generation technology for Cyprus at the moment (Fig. 1) . Only the Vasilikos combined cycle gas turbines might have a comparable generation cost in the future, depending on the fuel price at which natural gas will be purchased either from external or future domestic suppliers.
Additional to power generating technologies, storage options are considered. The technologies considered in the analysis are pumped-hydro storage [5] , flow batteries for transmission-connected storage and Li-ion batteries for storage at the distribution level [6] . Detailed assumptions regarding storage options can be found in Section 1.3.
Fuel assumptions
Currently, heavy fuel oil, diesel and small quantities of biomass are the fuels used for power generation in Cyprus. Nonetheless, once natural gas becomes available, it will become the main fuel for power generation, either through the Interim Gas Solution, subject to its economic feasibility, or through domestic production. Recorded fuel prices from the island or from Europe are taken and related to international crude oil prices [7] . Hence, available price projections for crude oil [8] are used to establish price projections for heavy fuel oil, low-S fuel oil and diesel (Table 1) .
In order to calculate a reasonable price of gas for the Interim Gas Solution, the assumption as indicated by MECIT is to use a price at which generation cost would be comparable to that of the cheapest renewable energy technology, based on the current price assumptions. As such, the price of imported natural gas (interim gas solution) is set at a level so as the variable cost of generation from the most efficient gas-firing power plants (i.e. existing Vasilikos CCGT) matches that of transmission a Market price is aligned with the projected European market price and is the assumed price for domestic use in the power sector [8] . connected solar PV. 1 It is assumed that domestic natural gas will be purchased at market price, and thus projections at the European level [8] have been used. Nonetheless, a sensitivity analysis is conducted to investigate the potential effect of a range of gas prices on the generation mix. An additional important assumption was taken in regards to the interim gas solution relating to the volume of gas imports. A limit is imposed on the maximum generation from renewables during the years where imports occur, in order to simulate a take-or-pay agreement, which would force purchase of a minimum volume of gas.
1.1.3. Concerns regarding system reliability System reliability will change with a higher share of variable renewable energy; especially with a lack of an interconnection to external grid networks. However, if the interconnector with Israel and Greece is developed, Cyprus could gain access to the reserves offered by these countries, provided market design will allow for efficient cross-border trading of electricity and ancillary services. Furthermore, curtailment of electricity from variable renewables can be tackled through exports at a low price. This sub-section details the assumptions taken in the analysis regarding system reliability and reserve requirements.
1.1.3.1. System operational reserve requirements. In order to minimize the risk of power shortages caused by rapid changes in power output from variable renewable energy technologies or potential outages of thermal plants, operational reserves are required by the system. A rather conservative approach is taken regarding minimum requirements of fast-response (spinning) reserves. Spinning reserve can be described as online units that can be ramped up or down within seconds or minutes to limit sudden shifts in the frequency of the grid, for example due to outages [9] . Based on information provided by the Transmission System Operator in Cyprus spinning reserve requirements are the following:
At all times at least 60 MW of spinning reserve needs to be available beyond the level generated to cover demand for electricity.
An additional reserve corresponding to 50% of the predicted wind generation should be available. In addition to the above, fast-response reserve is needed to account for 10% of the predicted solar PV and CSP generation without storage.
In this study, it is assumed that all existing and future centralized thermal plants are allowed to contribute to the above reserves, assuming that all remaining spinning capacity is fast-responsereserves. It is important to note that the proposed interconnector with Greece and Israel, along with associated reserves in the respective countries, may partly contribute to these reserves, but this decision is yet to be made. As such, the aforementioned reserve requirements are kept the same in all scenarios.
1.1.3.2. System capacity reserve requirements. In terms of capacity reserve margin, no such constraint has been imposed in the model. It is assumed that the renewable energy technologies, the potential interconnector, and the storage facilities cover the security of the system with respect to available capacity of power generation sources to cover the needs of the system. These assumptions need to be re-examined in future analyses, as the contribution to "firm" capacity of each renewable energy technology, storage facilities or the interconnector is evaluated. It should be noted that by extending the lifetime of the existing installations at Vasilikos, Dhekelia and Moni, such a capacity reserve can be maintained well beyond 2030.
1.1.3.3. Limitations related to the penetration of solar PV and wind. It is beyond the scope of the present study to examine in detail grid integration issues. Therefore, in order to address a potential unrealistic deployment of large shares of variable renewable technologies in the absence of an interconnector, limitations are placed on the amount of solar PV and wind that can enter the system without associated storage:
The maximum capacity of solar PV without storage is set at 400 MW by 2018. The corresponding limit for wind is set at 200 MW by 2018.
These limits are based on preliminary results from a separate study conducted by the Cypriot authorities and these capacities represent respectively 40% and 20% of the peak demand for 2018 (CERA, 2014) . In the present analysis, these limits are allowed to increase after 2018 following demand growth and maintaining the same share on peak electricity demand. In this sense, the capacity limits reach These are simplified assumptions based on the best available information at the time of the study. A detailed grid model is under development by the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission. Based on the findings of this grid study, an update of the model can be developed, and a suite of grid integration measures that can be adopted will be assessed. Specific issues related to grid codes and market design will also influence the amount to variable renewables that can be integrated.
Detailed power plant assumptions for future projects
See Tables 2 and 3.
Detailed electrical storage assumptions
See Tables 4 and 5 .
Experimental design, materials and methods
A literature survey was carried out on reports from international organizations, journal articles and sources from local universities and authorities in Cyprus. The data was compiled, presented and discussed with local stakeholders so as to reach consensus on the main data and assumptions to be used in the analysis. Table 5 Battery options for electrical storage [6] .
Flow batteries
Li-ion batteries 
